Hurricane Preparedness Guide
Proper and early preparation is critical to protecting your home, family, and pets. Many people are more apprehensive of
evacuating due to the COVID-19 landscape, which is why it’s never been more important to make plans ahead of time, to
secure your place to stay and other travel arrangements. Please use this guide to create a plan and make sure that every
family member knows what to do before and after a hurricane.

Review Your Policy
Not having enough coverage can be just as traumatic as experiencing damage to your home and personal belongings.
Review your policy and make sure you have the coverage you need.

Choose the right hurricane deductible.
Always make sure you have the funds set aside to
cover the deductible you have chosen on your policy. If
your home is damaged and you are unable to pay the
deductible, it will prolong the recovery process. Chose
the deductable option that is right for you.

Make sure you have the right coverage to
repair/rebuild your home.
This is shown as Coverage A on your homeowner’s
policy. Will the amount on your policy cover the cost
to completely rebuild your home? Please keep in
mind that this is not the same amount as the value of
your home in the real estate market.

Review your personal property coverage.

Add flood insurance.

Throughout the years as you’ve purchased or sold
items, have you updated the personal property
coverage (Coverage C) on your policy? It’s important
that the amount selected for this coverage is enough to
repair or replace damaged items.

Flooding is #1 disaster in the United States. Your
base policy does not include flood insurance. Even
if you don’t live in a Special Flood Hazard Area, we
encourage you to purchase Flood insurance. Security
First customers easily can add our comprehensive
Flood & Water Backup Coverage to their policy.

Ask About Your Insurance Company’s Financial Stability
To us, it’s not about how fast we can grow: it’s about managing growth to ensure our ability to pay our customers’
claims. Security First Insurance is one of a handful of companies doing business in Florida that has the financial
stability to withstand multiple hurricanes. When storms make landfall in Florida, we’ll be there to take care of
our policyholders, pay future claims, and continue to grow our business. This is the promise we make to our
customers every single day.

Call your insurance company and ask them about their promise.
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PROTECT YOUR HOME AND YOUR FAMILY
Before the storm
• Monitor the NOAA weather radio for important information.
• Turn your refrigerator and freezer to the coldest setting so that food will last longer if you lose power.
• Make sure you have a flashlight.
• Purchase shutters to windows and doors or make sure you properly board your windows with plywood.
• Does your roof need to be repaired? A single loose or damaged shingle can cause severe wind damage to your home.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You may want to contact a licensed and insured roofer to come and provide you with an inspection.
Bring all loose items not permanently affixed to your foundation/home inside.
Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed.
Make sure your gutters are clean to prevent flooding.
Deadbolt your doors. The throw on a deadbolt is much longer than a standard door knob and requires more pressure
to open.
Know your evacuation plan. Contact your local emergency management office for information about the safest
evacuation routes and locations of shelters.
Keep a fire extinguisher readily available.
Check smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to verify they are functioning properly.

After the storm
• Continue to listen to the NOAA weather radio for important information.
• Stay inside and do not drive. There may be damaged roadways, extended rainfall, and tornados.
• Look outside for downed or dangling power lines to report to your power company.
• Inspect your home for damage. If your home is damaged, report a claim with your insurance company immediately.
•
•
•
•
•

Take photos of the damage and keep all receipts if you make temporary repairs.
Watch for loose animals in your community.
Avoid tap water until you are sure it is safe.
Use the phone for emergency calls only.
Open cabinets carefully. Items can fall off shelves.
Throw away spoiled food. If you are unsure, throw it away.

Taking Care of Your Pets
Make sure your hurricane disaster plan includes the family pet. In the event of a catastrophe, they are unlikely to survive on
their own. Please visit our Taking Care of Pets During a Disaster webpage at SecurityFirstFlorida.com and download our
pet safety guide.

Download our Free Mobile App

Security First Mobile

The app has tools like a hurricane tracker, interactive checklist,
and evaciation routes, to help you prepare for storm season and
get the latest information on storm activity.
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